A patient with Cronkhite-Canada syndrome, myxedema and muscle atrophy.
A case of Cronkhite-Canada syndrome is presented. The patient had alopecia, onychodystrophy and gastrointestinal polyposis, mainly in the stomach and duodenum, with transient diarrhea and hypoproteinemia. Marked atrophy and weakness of the shoulder girdle muscles due to myopathy were also present. In addition she had primary hypothyroidism. The outcome of the disease is usually fatal within months, but so far our patient is alive four years after the onset of symptoms. The pathological changes, pathophysiology, symptoms, course and treatment of this rare disorder of unknown etiology are discussed.